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The Keystone Opportunity Zone, created in 1999, became accessible to auto traffic with the 
completion of Keystone Boulevard in 2003.  It is zoned for offices and light industry. 

Keystone Opportunity Zone

P I d i l CPottstown Industrial Campus 
(former Bethlehem Steel site)

History compiled by Thomas Hylton
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Even before the 1976 ULI report, the borough began thinking of ways to expand its industrial area. In 
1973, it acquired and rezoned 85 acres between Glasgow Street and Shoemaker Road to create the 
Pottstown Industrial Park.   Over time, the campus attracted such businesses as Gudebrod, Videotek, 
S d d Th d A&L H dlSanders and Thomas, and A&L Handles.

Pottstown Industrial Park 
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In the early 1980s, with state and federal funding, the borough acquired 50 acres adjacent to the Pottstown Municipal 
Airport to create the Airport Business Campus.  Thirty lots, ranging from 1 to 6 acres, were laid out around a loop 
road called the Circle of Progress. They went on sale in April 1985. The campus is managed by the Pottstown Area 
Industrial Development Corp. (PAID).  Proceeds from selling the lots went to PAID to support other projects.

It took more than 20 years to sell all the lots.  

Airport Business Campus

Pottstown Industrial Park 

Pottstown Industrial Complex
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In 1985, using  35 acres formerly owned by the Clow Robinson Corp. which the company 
donated to Pottstown Borough, the borough contracted with Duro Development Corp. to 
create the Tri-County Business Campus.  The first business to move to the campus was 
P ll di B th R fi hi h i t thi d

Tri County Business Campus

Palladino Brothers Roofing, which remains to this day.
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Today, Pottstown has five business campuses.  The Pottstown Industrial Complex is zoned for heavy 
industry.  The other campuses are zoned for offices and light industry.

Tri County Business Campus

Airport Business Campus

Pottstown 
Industrial 
Park 

Keystone Opportunity Zone

Pottstown Industrial Complex
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STV - the home-grown business that got away
Next to Mrs. Smith’s Pie Co.,  Pottstown’s best known home-grown business is Sanders & Thomas 
Engineers, now known as STV.  The firm was started by Whitney Sanders and Ralph Thomas on the third g , y y p
floor of Sanders’s house on Queen Street in 1945.  The men met when they both worked for Jacobs Aircraft 
(later the Firestone Tires and Rubber Co. plant) during World War II.

STV has grown to be an international business with 1,700 employees in offices from coast to coast.  STV 
engineers, architects, planners and construction managers have designed and built some of America’s finest 
bridges buildings and transit lines STV moved its home office from Pottstown to Douglassville in 1995bridges, buildings, and transit lines.  STV moved its home office from Pottstown to Douglassville in 1995.  

Sanders and Thomas started on the 

In 1948, the growing firm moved to the upper floors of the 
Security Trust building at High and Hanover Streets in 
downtown Pottstown. 

third floor of Whitney Sanders’s house 
on Queen Street in 1945

6



I 1962 Sa de a d Tho a de ig ed the Fi t Fede alIn 1962, Sanders and Thomas designed the First Federal 
Savings and Loan Building at High and Hanover Streets 
and moved into the third and fourth floors as the bank’s 
first tenant. 

By 1973, Sanders and Thomas had outgrown its offices 
at the First Federal Building and moved into larger 
quarters at Griffith Towers, King and Charlotte Streets, 
which it also designed.

In 1980, the growing company needed more space and proposed building a new office building on the vacant 
land on High Street in front of the old Reading Railroad Passenger Station, which had been cleared in the mid 
1970s for urban renewal.  But Pottstown Council wanted retail on the first floor, and the office proposal was 
withdrawn.
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Instead, Robert Smith, retired president of Mrs. Smith’s Pie Co., built a building to STV’s specifications on Robinson Street
in the newly developing Pottstown Industrial Park.  STV moved to the new building in 1980, removing about 300 jobs from 
downtown Pottstown, a severe blow to downtown restaurants. 

In 1995 Pottstown lost STV altogether when the company moved to its current offices in Douglassville above The companyIn 1995, Pottstown lost STV altogether when the company moved to its current offices in Douglassville, above.  The company 
announced it was looking for new offices within 25 miles of Pottstown, and it would have gladly stayed in the borough. 
Unfortunately, the borough made no concerted effort to keep the firm in Pottstown, and the company decided its best option 
was Douglassville.  (Today, the former STV office on Robinson Street houses Creative Health Services, which itself moved 
from downtown Pottstown in 2007.)
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Pottstown School District downsizes in the 1970s

In the 1960s, when Pottstown’s population reached 
its peak, the Pottstown School District enrolled moreits peak, the Pottstown School District enrolled more 
than 5,000 students.  

Each neighborhood had its own elementary school.  
Students in downtown Pottstown south of High 
Street  walked to the St. Clair Elementary School at 
South Street and South Charlotte StreetSouth Street and South Charlotte Street.

Students north of High Street between Manatawny
Street and Charlotte Streets walked to the 
Washington Elementary School at Walnut and Penn 
Streets.

P io to 1970 all Pott to eighbo hood had thei o
In 1969, when Edgewood Elementary School was 
built, the district closed the St. Clair School and sold 
it to Mrs. Smith’s Pie Co., which demolished the 
school for a parking lot.

Th h W hi S h l l d

Prior to 1970, all Pottstown neighborhoods had their own 
elementary school.

That same year, the Washington School was closed. 
The building became part of the adjacent school 
district administration building.  Walkers to that 
school were instead bused to the West End 
Elementary School (renamed Barth School in 1983).

When the Washington Elementary School was closed inWhen the Washington Elementary School was closed in 
1969, its students were bused to the West End (now 
Barth) Elementary School.  The St. Clair School was 
closed that same year and its students were bused to the 
newly built Edgewood Elementary School. 

The St. Clair Elementary School, which served the south 
side, was closed in 1969.  The building was sold to Mrs. 
Smith’s Pie Co., which demolished it for a parking lot.
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District closes, demolishes old high school
As enrollments continued to decline in the 1970s, the school district closed the Intermediate School at Chestnut and 
Penn Streets, which had originally been built as Pottstown High School in 1926.  The building was later sold to 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church and demolished for a parking lot.Emmanuel Lutheran Church and demolished for a parking lot.

District closes Jefferson School, integrates elementary schools
In 1980, in order to promote a racial balance among its 
elementary schools, the Jefferson Elementary School at Beech 
and Warren streets was closed and turned into a pre-school 
education center.  Pupils attending the Jefferson Elementary 
School were divided among the five remaining schools.

Pottstown has had five elementary schools 
since 1980.

The former Jefferson School is now housing for the elderly.
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Expensive renovations, additions made to high school and middle school
In 1997, an architect hired by the Pottstown School Board conducted a district-wide facilities study that recommended all 
district buildings should be renovated and enlarged.  During the years 1999 through 2002, the district renovated and added to
both the high school and the middle school at a cost of $38 million.both the high school and the middle school at a cost of $38 million.

Even though  Pottstown’s student population remained stable, the district enlarged the middle school by 73 percent and the 
high school by 26 percent.  

The district has still not decided what to do with its five elementary schools.

Renovations to original building: $13 million Addition: $5.6 million

High School

Renovations to original building: $10 millionAddition: $9.4 million 

Middle School
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Demolition of old high school leads to preservation movement
In 1984 as a reaction to the demolition of the Pottstown Intermediate SchoolIn 1984, as a reaction to the demolition of the Pottstown Intermediate School, 
formerly the high school, a group of local civic leaders formed the Old 
Pottstown Preservation Society to promote the creation of a National Register 
Historic District and local ordinance districts to protect Pottstown’s remaining 
historic architecture.  (Old Pottstown was renamed Preservation Pottstown in 
1994.)

A National Register District makes it possible for developers to receive tax 
credits for restoring historic buildings for commercial uses.

The local ordinance district allows the borough to regulate the exteriors of 
historic buildings in the district.
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The first National Register HistoricThe first National Register Historic 
District was approved by the 
federal government in 1985 for 
downtown Pottstown.

A second National Register District 
was approved in 1991 for East Highwas approved in 1991 for East High 
Street. 
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Two local ordinance historic districts were also created.
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The historic preservation movement – and especially the tax credits – fostered the restoration of a score of 
Pottstown buildings, bringing millions of dollars of investments into the community. 

In 1983, the $725,000 restoration of the Roller Mill, a 1725 grist mill , $ , , g
on Hanover Street at South Street, into offices and apartments, was 
the first tax credit project in Pottstown.  (The restoration project 
would be worth  $1.6 million in today’s dollars.)
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Thanks to federal tax credits, the former 
Ecker plumbing warehouse at 124 King 
Street, which had been a burned-out hulk for ,
seven years, was restored into luxury 
apartments, each with its own parking space 
at a cost of $900,000.

(Adjusted for inflation, the project would be 
worth $1 8 million in today’s dollars )worth $1.8 million in today s dollars.)
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For decades, the former First Fidelity Bank building 
at High and Hanover streets sat vacant.

In 2006, with the help of federal historic preservation 
tax credits, the 1880 building was restored for offices, 
including the Tri County Chamber of Commerce, and 
on the main floor, the Brick House Restaurant 
(shown below right).

The restoration cost nearly $4 million, of which about 
$800,000 was covered through federal tax credits.
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In the last five years, federal historic preservation tax 
credits also made possible the restoration of the former 
Pottstown Borough Hall on King Street into apartments g g p
(right) and the former Vaughn Knitting Mills building 
on High Street into a classroom building for the 
Montgomery County Community College (below right). 
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Meanwhile, in the mid 1980s, 
using grants from Mrs. Smith’s 
Pie Co. and Montgomery 
County, the Old Pottstown 
Preservation Society bought a 
a dozen homes and restored 
their facades before reselling g
them.  This encouraged private 
property owners to do the same 
throughout Pottstown.

36 King Street was the first home to be purchased and restored by the Old Pottstown 
Preservation Society, in 1984.  The house is shown before and after restoration. 

This house at 120 Chestnut Street was 
restored in 1986 and sold to a newcomer 
named Barry Robertson, who later 
became mayor of Pottstown.
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Here are some of the houses 
purchased and restored by Old 
Pottstown in the mid 1980s.

511-513 Chestnut Street 371 Beech Street 514 King Street

449 Walnut Street123 Chestnut Street 111 Chestnut Street

20



In 1986, the Old 
Pottstown Preservation 
Society also published a 
design guide that is still 
available today inavailable today in 
borough hall.

Meanwhile, inspired by the ULI report, 
the borough obtained a state grant to hire 
a Main Street Manager for three years to 
promote downtown development.p p

Pottstown’s first Main Street Manager, 
Eric Persson, was hired in 1983.  With 
occasional intervals, Pottstown has had a 
Main Street Manager (or director of the 
Pottstown Downtown ImprovementPottstown Downtown Improvement 
District Authority) ever since. 
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