
Trees Inc. founded in 1983

At the same time Old Pottstown Preservation Society was working to preserve and restore Pottstown’s historic architecture, a 
group of prominent civic leaders formed another non-profit called Trees Inc.
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The group began raising funds to restore the canopy of trees Pottstown had once enjoyed, but lost in the mid 19th century.

History compiled by Thomas Hylton
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Former Pottstown Borough Manager Bob McKinney was named president of Trees Inc.  Other members of 
the board included two Montgomery County commissioners, the borough solicitor, the assistant borough 
manager, the publisher of The Mercury, and Pottstown’s state senator.  Mercury reporter Tom Hylton was 
the legman for the organization.  
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The lead sponsor of the 
fundraising effort was 
The Mercury, which 
publicized the 
campaign.
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In the 1980s, Trees 
Inc. planted nearly 
2,000 street trees 
and created a 
$100 000 fund for$100,000 fund for 
their maintenance.

Hanover Street before After

AfterCharlotte Street before

AfterWalnut Street before
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25 years later, the trees have dramatically enhanced the appearance of Pottstown and raised property values by 
tens of millions of dollars.
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Trees Inc. also maintains a Web site explaining its operations.

www.pottstowntrees.org
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Prior to the late 1960s, when the Norco Mall (now Coventry Mall) opened, Pottstown was the retail hub of the tri-county 
area.  As recently as the mid 1980s, Pottstown still enjoyed a full-service downtown, with a wide variety of restaurants, 
clothing stores, shoe stores, furniture stores, two 5&10 stores, and two junior department stores.g , , , , j p

Although the downtown still enjoys several thriving restaurants and specialty stores, it is no longer the retail center it 
once was.  Below, a snapshot of downtown Pottstown stores taken from the 1972 city directory. 
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1 – Kepner and Romich Furniture Store
2 – Weitzenkorn’s Clothing Store
3 – First Federal Savings & Loan 
4 – Continental Bank

15 – H. F. Smith Stationery
16 – Block Furniture
17 – J.C. Penney Store
18 – Binder’s Drug Store (postal substation)

29 – Betty Lee Women’s Clothing
30 – New York Store (department store)
31 - Royal Shoe Store
32 – Very Best Weiner Shop4 Continental Bank

5 – Wolf’s China and Glass
6 – S. Miller and Sons Men’s Clothing
7 – Milton’s Children’s Wear
8 – Ellis Mills Women’s Wear
9 – Bechtel’s Sports Shop
10 – Boyer’s Shoe Store

18 Binder s Drug Store (postal substation)
19 – Warrick’s Jewelry Store
20 – Pep Boys
21 – Shuler House Hotel
22 – Industrial Valley Bank
23 – Zipf’s Candy and Gifts
24 – Levitz Furniture Store

32 Very Best Weiner Shop
33 – Armed Services Recruiting Office
34 – Bahr Arcade
35 – Farmer’s Market
36 - Agnes Edmunds Bridal and Formals
37 - Goodyear Store
38 – Don Sands Paint Store10 Boyer s Shoe Store

11 – Endicott & Johnson Shoes
12 – Quality Drug Store
13 – J.J. Newberry 5&10
14 – F.W. Woolworth 5&10

24 Levitz Furniture Store
25 - Weiss Women’s/Bressler’s Men’s Wear
26 - Towne Theater
27 – Van Buskirk’s Hardware
28 – Bell Telephone (formerly Sears)

38 Don Sands Paint Store
39 – Roth Dry Cleaners
40- Moyer’s Jewelers
41 – McCrory’s 5&10
42 – Red Hill Savings & Loan
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One attempt to help stabilize Pottstown’s downtown was the creation of the Pottstown Downtown Improvement 
District Authority in 1987.   Under state law, Pottstown Council was authorized to create a special authority 
with the ability to collect mandatory annual assessments from property owners within a certain district.  The y y p p y
funds would be used for sidewalk cleaning and other maintenance, floral baskets, special promotions, and other 
projects approved by the authority board, whose members would be appointed by Pottstown Council.

The authority, which has operated continuously for 23 years, covers 134 business properties downtown, most on 
High Street and a few on Charlotte and Hanover Streets.  Leighton Wildrick is the current director of the 
authorityauthority. 
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In 1986, reacting to the closing of the New York Store, 
downtown Pottstown’s last department store, The Mercury 
launched a campaign to make aesthetic improvements to the 
downtown.downtown.

The following year, Pottstown Council applied for county 
funding to help pay for about $1 million in streetscape 
improvements on High Street from Hanover Street to 
Charlotte Street.  The improvements including new 

i t t t i d li ht fi t d b hpaving, street trees, period light fixtures and benches.
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Pleased with the look of the improvements, 
Pottstown Council obtained a second grantPottstown Council obtained a second grant 
from Montgomery County to extend High 
Street improvements to Evans Street, which 
cost $500,000.
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Although Pottstown lost most of its downtown stores in the 
1970s and 1980s, it gained two major shopping complexes.

The Pottstown Plaza Shopping Center, anchored by a Giant 
food store and T.J. Maxx clothing store, opened in 1988.

The Pottstown Center, a 40-acre shopping center anchored 

Pottstown Plaza Shopping Center

, pp g
by a Wal-Mart and a Weis Market, opened in 1994.   Except 
for the Pottstown Hospital, the Pottstown Center is the 
highest single assessed property in the borough. 

Pottstown Center
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Upland Square

Unfortunately for Pottstown the 2009

Pottstown 
Plaza

Unfortunately for Pottstown, the 2009 
opening of the 108-acre Upland Square 
Shopping Center, immediately north and 
west of the Pottstown Plaza across Route 100 
in West Pottsgrove Township, took away 
some of Pottstown’s largest stores:

Giant

TJ Maxx

Giant foot store
Staples office supplies
TJ Maxx clothing store 

The vacancies created by the loss of those 

Staples

stores have yet to be filled.

Pottstown Center Upland Square

Pottstown Center
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In 1989, the Pottstown Chamber of Commerce and 
Pottstown Area Industrial Development Co. (PAID) p ( )
brought in a second panel of nine development experts 
sponsored by the Urban Land Institute.

At a cost of nearly $100,000, funded by PAID, the 
panel spent six days visiting Pottstown and 
interviewing nearly 100 business and communityinterviewing nearly 100 business and community 
leaders before writing its report.

Once again, all but one of its key recommendations 
were implemented by the community.
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ULI Recommendation 1: Persuade the Montgomery 
College Board of Trustees and the Montgomery 
County Commissioners to create a satellite campus 
of the Community College in Pottstown.of the Community College in Pottstown. 

In 1992, The Mercury, the Chamber of Commerce, 
Pottstown Council, and the Pottstown School 
Board launched a concerted campaign to promote a 
six-acre site near the convergence of the Schuylkill 
River and the Manatawny Creek to be the WestRiver and the Manatawny Creek to be the West 
Campus of the Community College.
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The college built a $15 million campus for an initial enrollment of 1,000 students in the fall 1996 on what 
is now called College Drive, just south of the downtown.  Ten years later, the college expanded into the 
former Vaughn Knitting Mills building on High Street, connected with the main building by a pedestrian g g g g , g y p
and bicycle passageway under the Norfolk Southern Railroad tracks. Today, the school enrolls more than 
2,500 students. 
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ULI Recommendation 2: Build a new 
borough hall in the vacant land in front g
of the former Reading Railroad 
Passenger Station on High Street west 
of Hanover Street.

Buildings on the land had been 
demolished in 1975 as part of an urbandemolished in 1975 as part of an urban 
renewal scheme that never materialized.
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In 1990, The Mercury bought the site from the borough for a new office and printing plant, and the newspaper poured 
footings for the new building.  But the plant was never built.

The Mercury subsequently agreed to sell the land to Montgomery County for the new West Campus of the Community 
College in 1992.  However, the sale fell through after the county decided to build the campus elsewhere, on what is 
now College Drive.   The Mercury filed a lawsuit against the county alleging breach of contract. 

Footings for a new Mercury office and printing plant that 
was planned in 1990 but never materialized.

g y g y g g
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Meanwhile, Pottstown Council decided to build a new Borough Hall in the parking lot next to the old Borough 
Hall on King Street.  The old Borough Hall would then be demolished for a parking lot serving the new Borough g g p g g g
Hall.  

New Borough Hall to be built here
Old Borough Hall would be demolished for a parking 
lot once the new Borough Hall was completed. g
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But a coalition of groups, led by Preservation Pottstown, the Tri-County Chamber of Commerce, and others, brokered a 
settlement between the county and The Mercury.  Robert C. Smith, former president of Mrs. Smith’s Pie Co., agreed to pay 
to redesign the new building for High Street.  The county paid The Mercury $750,000 for the lot, partially using open space 
funds, and then donated the lot to Preservation Pottstown, which sold the lot to the borough for $1.funds, and then donated the lot to Preservation Pottstown, which sold the lot to the borough for $1.
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The new $4 million Borough Hall was completed in 2000.  The adjacent $870,000 town park, called Smith Family 
Plaza, was completed in 2002 , mostly funded with federal transportation grants.
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ULI Recommendation 3: Develop a riverfront 
open space and pedestrian system linking 
downtown with the Schuylkill River and y
Manatawny Park.

In 1999, Preservation 
Pottstown and the 
Pottstown Historical 
Society  donated $50,000 
to pay for a private study 
by Simone Collins toby Simone Collins to 
develop a master plan for 
a county park that would 
link Pottstown’s 
riverfront park to 
Memorial Park and the 
yet-to-be-built Schuylkillyet to be built Schuylkill 
River Greenway.
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The plan called for linking Memorial Park to Riverfront Park along the Schuylkill River.  Riverfront Park would itself be linked
by a greenway to Sanatoga Park in Lower Pottsgrove and to a new park to be constructed at the very edge of western Pottstown, 

t f th f St l G Fl C h i ti d i l t don part of the former Stanley G. Flagg Co., where a pristine pond is located. 

Sanatoga ParkLake in Pottstown near West Riverfront ParkMemorial Park Sanatoga ParkPottsgrove Township border Riverfront ParkMemorial Park
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The plan also called for using the proposed Schuylkill River Greenway to enhance the appeal of the Keystone 
Opportunity Zone, while at the same using the Keystone Opportunity Zone as a rationale for  funding to 
build the Greenway.

Route 
100

RiverfrontRiverfront
Park

Keystone Opportunity Zone Proposed Schuylkill River Greenway
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In 1999, the Montgomery County Commissioners agreed to ask PECO Energy to donate 30 acres of 
woodlands and the former PECO maintenance building to Pottstown Borough.  Instead, two years later, 
th t id d $646 000 i t t th b h t b th l d d th b ildithe county provided $646,000 in grant money to the borough to buy the land and the buildings.

Community 
College

30 acres of woodlands PECO maintenance building
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The commissioners also agreed to donate $50,000 toward the acquisition of the former 
Depot Restaurant on High Street at the entryway of the proposed John Potts Park.

The restaurant, which was acquired with state funding, county funding, and donations 
from the Pottstown Historical Society and the Montgomery County Lands Trust, was 
acquired in 2002 and demolished.  When funds are available, it will form a landscaped 
entryway to the park.y y p

College Drive 
(entryway to 
Community 
College and 
Schuylkill 
Ri eRiver 
Greenway

Former Depot 
Restaurant (now 
demolished)

Pottsgrove 
Manor

High StreetHigh Street
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After the 30 acres for 
Riverfront Park and theRiverfront Park and the 
former PECO building 
were obtained, the 
borough lured the 
Schuylkill River 
Greenway Association  to 

it ffi fmove its offices from 
Wyomissing, in Berks 
County, to the former 
PECO building  in 2001.

In 2009, the Montgomery 
County Community 
College purchased the 
building from the 
borough.

Besides the greenway 
association, the building 
will now contain a new 
environmental science 
center owned and 
operated by the 
community college.y g

The college recently 
constructed an 
environmentally certified 
parking lot to serve the 
buildingbuilding.
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In 2001, a plan was drawn up South Hanover 
Street

Pedestrian spur to Community College

for a tree-lined pedestrian 
walkway leading from South 
Hanover Street just south of 
the Norfolk Southern Railroad 
tracks to the Greenway.

Street

Pottstown Auto 
Cl b b ildi

Schuylkill River 
Heritage Center 
building

The promenade would traverse 
a borough parking lot, past the 
Pottstown Auto Club building,  
cross South Street at the 
Pottstown Roller Mill, and 
pass the Schuylkill Academic

Club building

Pedestrian 
Promenadepass the Schuylkill Academic 

and Heritage Center building 
on its way to the Schuylkill 
River Greenway.

A spur walkway would connect 
South Hanover Street to the

Schuylkill River 
G

Promenade

South Hanover Street to the 
Community College.

The project, which could cost 
close to $1 million, awaits 
funding.

Greenway

At its August 2010 meeting, 
Pottstown Council was 
informed federal 
transportation funds may be 
available to construct the 
P d Th B h illPromenade. The Borough will 
apply soon. 
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In 2003, working with the same 
consultant who helped develop the 
John Potts Park Plan, the 
Pottstown Parks and Recreation 
Department adopted a detailedDepartment adopted a detailed 
master plan that fully connected 
Memorial Park with Riverfront 
Park.

The plan made it possible for the 
bo o gh to obtai o e tha aborough to obtain more than a 
million in funding for the 
development of renovated playing 
fields, a pedestrian path along the 
Manatawny Creek, a Fountain of 
Youth spray park, and fenced-in 
b k k f i i dbark park for exercising dogs.

An amphitheater was constructed 
at Riverfront Park.  
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In 2006, the Schuylkill River trail was completed from Riverfront Park to the Berks County line.  Within another year, 
the trail was extended to Birdsboro.  It is now possible to ride bicycles or walk the trail from Pottstown to Reading.

A new bridge under Route 422 will eventually continue the trail east to Chester County, where a trail from Parker Ford to 

Riverfront ParkBerks / Montgomery County line West Pottsgrove / Pottstown line

Phoenixville is being constructed. 

Schuylkill River Greenway
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