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Search for truth
Hesburgh practiced what he
preached. He roiled conservative
Catholics by advocating the pursuit
of truth, rather than religious indoctrination, as the ultimate goal of
Catholic academia.
When he retired in 1987 after 35
years at Notre Dame, a survey of 485
university presidents named him the
most effective college president in the
country.
Eloquent essay
An essay he wrote for a book
called “Living Philosophies” is particularly eloquent. Here are a few
passages:
“For me, one of the greatest results
Father Hesburgh was featured on the cover of
of the space program is the picture of
Time Magazine in 1962 as an advocate of the
our earth from the moon.
scientific spirit of skeptical, free inquiry.
“There we are, on a perfect jewel of

